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The manner in which the bill proposes to 
effect ita object is no less remarkable, and 
scarcely less objectionable, than the manner 
Of ite passage. It will be remembered that 


| the charter for this railroad was obtained 


from ‘the Commen Council of 1852, and that 
it was soon after‘annulied by a decision of 
the Sppreme. Court; on the ground tliat it had 
been obtained by fraud and in violation of the 
City Charter. This bill proposes—not to 
amend the charter so as to authorize a new 
grant, nor to grant the charter for the railroad 
itself&—but to set aside the decision of the 
Supreme Court, and confirm the old grank 
jn spite of the fraud and illegality which were 
|. proved upon it. Whether sueh a law, if en- 
Lea cose be constitutional or not, we are 


«| not prepared to say ;—but it would Gertainly 


be open tothe gravest and weightiest objec- 
i Ifthe Legislature is determined that 
a railroed shall be laid down in Broadway, we 
trust it will adopt.some other mode of doing 
it than by. overriding the decisions of the 
Supreme Court,—legalizing fraud aad the vio- 
lation of chartered rights, and sanctifying the 
worst action of the most corrupt Common 
Council this Oity has ever known. 

We have always opposed a Railroad in 
Broadway, as: certain to destroy the most 
splendid street on this Continent,—without 
relieving it im the least from the crowd and 
pressure, which are made the pretexts for ts 
construction. We think so still, and we hope 
no such road will ever be built. But if it is 
to be done, we trust some other means will 
be taken to procure ite construction than 
those of the bill which has passed the As- 
sembly under the extraordinary circumstances 
mentioned by our Albany correspondent. 


News by the Illinois. 

The Illinois arrived from Aspinwall Satur. 
day afternoon with the passengers that left 
San Franqisco on the 16th of March, making 
the trip from that port to New-York in 22 days. 

Californians are slowly recovering from 
their date financial prostration; or rather, 
they are getting used to it. Pacz, Bacon & 
Co. are preparing to resume, but they do not 

eay when. The other Bankers do not even 
talk flatteringly. 

The Legislature is doing some novel work. 
A bill prohibiting noisy sports on Sunday has 
passed the Legislature and awaits the Gover- 
Another suppressing houses 
of ill-fame,; and stil! anothet prohibiting raf- 
fling, +‘ gift enterprises” and lotteries ‘had 
passed; while laws prohibiting public gamb- 


“ling and the ‘sale of liquor are very likely to 


Teceive favorable action. The House, not- 
withstanding great. opposition, had passed a 
bill to fund the $2,000,000 floating debt of 
San Franciseo: .But neither’ of. the bills fa- 
cilitating the Obtaining of divorces, we are 


"happy for the honor of California ‘morals to 
say, has been advanced much. These bills 


would enable any seamp of a husband, whose 


‘| wife is waiting and watching for his.return to 
her home on’ the ‘Atlantic side, to advertise. 
n his intentions in some obscure paper of Cali- 


fornia. which:she will never by any possibility 


the | see, and in’ lack of aiiy evidence controvert- 


‘tah ‘she, poor soul! has never | Ads 
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ing. his statement that they “agreed to sepa- 
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| poeradis rongetog-anytttann wd loon 
was equivdlent to the perpetuation of his | 
power. hod deta Reanmaaateed y 


The rew began in thé frée use of ram, 
nies acence eimlibuaen odes dorusas in 
sale of any more-liquor in the-city! These 


Iathmus and the West Indies, we have later 
tiews, all of which, though of a local nature, 
is interesting and will be found under its pro- | 


per head. 
Cuba—What is to be Done ! 

What is tobe done about Cuba! This ques. 
tion is on every lip. At no time during the 
last year or two, has the public mind seemed 
more deeply interested in the fate of Cuba 
than now. While the publication’of the Os- 
tend Documents has excited very general ani- 
mbadversion, not'to say disgust; it has also 
produced a wide-spread conviction ‘in the 
country, that the. Administration still has, de- 
signs with reference to that island, which it 
will seek to carry out. ‘There is, too, a deci- 
ded impression that the President feels him- 
belf bound, by a successful termination of his 
Cuban intrigues, to retrieve something of the 
ground he has hitherto lost in that coanection, 

These impressions are all strengthened by 
the belligerent articles of thé Government or- 
gan at Washington, in reference to the Ei 
Derado outrage, and by the rumors of con- 
templated demonstrations against Spain, to 
compel her to treat American. citizens and 
American. imterests with a little more con- 
sideration than has been her’ wont hitherto. 
True, the Union has blustered before, and 
sworn vengeance a thousand fold against 
Spanish insolence: and its wolf-cry conse- 
quently, was beginning to fall unheeded upon 
the ears it had so. often. deceived. But it 
seems hardly credible that a paper occupying 
its position, would, right on the heel. of the 
Ostend Documents, revive its expleded 
threats, and renew its bombastic war blasts, 


unless its conductors were. first pretty well. 


assured that now, at least, it would be sup- 


perted by the Administration which it seeks 


to represent. 
On the other hand, there aré indicktions 
from other presses, supposed to represent the 


would be found irresistible. 
The President sees this clearly. He fally 


understands that Cuba is his last, tramp, and, 


unfortunately, his hand has been exposed ' by 
his own imprudence. .Mr. Marcy, conserva- 
tive though he is, also understands this, and 
4a majority of the Cabinet are anxious to pro- 
it by it, The question is, how can the thing 
be brought about! One way only seems to 
“open up # glimpse of light, Guba is 4 volca- 
no, beneath whose crust the smothered fires 
of revolution dre struggling for freedom... The 
opportunity only is wanting to set the Island 
in. a, blaze; but that opportunity is hard to 
find in the presence of Conoma’s energetic 
despotism. It is believed that if the United 
States will take up. some. £1 Dorado or 
Black Warrior affair, carry it te Havana—not 
to Madrid—demand peremptory redress there, 
and failing to get it take measures to enforce 
it, this demonstration would afford the Cubans 
an opportunity for rising upon their rdlers, 
and establishing their independence, aided by 
the contributions of money, afms.and men, 
which would be poured in by our fillibustering 
organizations. The Island revolutionized, 
annexation would be éasy. ,A storm proba- 
bly would ensue; but it would be short as 
furious. ° If we mistake not, this is precisely 
what the President is hoping may occur, and 
just what he would like to. bring about if he 
could only find nerve and decision enough to 
pursue his inclinations. Whether he will con- 
tribute, by positive action, to such a state of 
affairs, no human’ tongue can tell, for his pur- 
poses are uncertain as the winds of Heaven. 
He sees it is his only hope ; Ae certainly can 
have no’ scruples about the morality of the 
thing; but he lacks the courage, perhaps, to 
seize the plank which alone could save him 
from political oblivion. 

Mr. Mazcr's position is aptly described in 
the following: extract from ex+Consul S.n- 
pers’ last manifesto, addressed to “ Demo- 
crate,” under date of April 5 : 


“ Manov, the AseRrvgen of the Prexce admini 
from Washin, 
argc had aeteonaase let the _ me 
without prudence, leading inevi to extended 
ties, only procrastinating : 





views of certain members of the Cabinet, | 


which are directly opposed to the Union's 
war policy. No wonder, then, that the public 
mind is confused, and that the shrewdest find 
it. difficult to form any decided opinion as to 
what will be the course of the Administration 
on the Cuban question, and whether or no 
we are te have any trouble with Spain at an 
early day. ‘In a multitude of counselors 
there is wisdom ;” and we may be permitted 
to throw out a suggestion or two as to some 
of the influences which are doubtless operating 
upon the Executive mind in this connection, 
and which, perhaps, may tend to explain the 
‘apparent indecision, vacillation and want of 
unity in the Cabinet on this important 
question. 
The Administration of Paawxtin Preece ts 
a failure. So the country has pronounced, 
from one end ot ‘it to the other, wherever op- 
portunity for expression of the popular judg- 
ment has been afforded. Even New-Hamp- 
shire, the President's own State, and hitherto 
the last and firmest hope of his party, has 
repudiated him. and his Administration with 
unparalleled unanimity. Two years and more 
have passed since he entered the Executive 
mansion, and not a solitary measure of these 
whieh were inscribed upon the banners of the 
Democracy in 1852 has been carried. The 
Administration stands defeated in every party 
measure which might have strengthened and 
built up his political friends, and has succeed- 
ed only in those which carried within them 
the surest.elements of discord, disruption and 
popular distrust. And, to cap the climax of 
its misfortunes, an opposition Congress has 


been elected, t6 serve until the end. of the |. 


current Presidential. term, which can hatdly 
be expected to aid the President in.executing - 
the beliesté of the Baltimore Democratic Na- 
tional Convention. 

What is to'be done lewite i githe’ Aina 
that the Administration will end its’ days 
without having made a mark to which any of 
ite members will care to turn the eyes of his 
children in futuré. years; while its record 
contains quite enough of infamy to mark it.as 
a dark epoch. in’ ‘the ‘history “of America. 
Something must be done. The darkest shade 
is relieved by even a trace of light: and there 
is but & single measure great enough to at- 
tract and fix the attention of the world to this 
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Vagrants and Convicte—A Sin to be Sick. 
A. correspondent who seconds our mo- 
tion to remove the odious name of “ Peniten- 
tiary” from the Special Hospital on Blackwell’s 
Island, cails our attention to the report of the 
Governors of the Almshouse for 1849, in 
which the gentleman who was then Resident 
Physician of the vane suggested as fol- 
lows : 


“I would recommend that permits for admission 
d at the office of reprise a 


be sent here to be cured, and not for 





i t, 
wed between this class of 
not prisoners.” 


Alluding to those who have been committéd 
for the first time, the same report. says : 
filled with ” 
fc Pe 
cecutah ame 





hold the tiotight’ im his mind for a single mo- 
ment, that in one year there. were admitted to 


the Penitentiary Hospital 1,757 patients under | 


twenty-five years of age, and then ask his con- 


science if there is not an urgent necessity. to |, °° 
adopt some measures that shall, if possible, re- 


claim: them from’ ‘vice,’ or at least remove’ 
them, as far as practicable, from vicious 
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THE STATE FINANORS. 
— $8 
ee oa 


he condition of the fasta Hiei bate 
twacted a good deal of attention here during the 
Winter. ‘The fact of a very large deficiency in the 
Sinking Funds provided by the Constitution for the 


peyment of the State Debts, in consequence of the 
‘falling off in the Canal revenues during the past 


year, was strongly ‘and widely proclaimed in the 
official documents issued at the opening of the ses- 
sion. It was taken for granted, also, that an im- 
perative necessity existed for supplying those de- 
ficiencies from some other source,—either by direct 
eam gene ibaa becmmpde tA 32g 
interest. Governor recommended, in 
dik nencide'i. Satake dome dot: epenitiowet 
on upon Railroads; and this recommendation 
ih a report submitted by 
Se Cpualate ok Was wad Scaarie tar Ameer 
bly. There was no dispute or doubt as to the ne- 
cessity of continuing the direct tax hitherto. im- 
posed for the support of Government; aad « bill 
for that purpose was introduced with general ac- 
quiescence, 

Upon the other point, however, there have been 
@ good many earnest consultations among the 
‘Whigs of the two branches of the Legislature. A 
very strosg local interest resisted the imposition of 
tolls upon Railroads,—end one quite as strong op- 
posed the imposition of .a direct. tax for the ‘pay- 
ment of debts incurred on behalf of the Canals. A 
third proposition to 90 change the whole system of 
State taxation as to make Banks, Insurance Com- 
panies and other Corporations pay all the expenses 
of the State Government,—leaving other real and 
personal estate shargable with all local taxes, was 
also introduced, but met still less favor than either 
of the others. 


in the Canal sevenues,-to be supplied from any 
other source ; but that the appropriations to them 
may be deferred, until an increase in the Canal 
revenues shall restore them, or until the preserva. 
tion of the public faith and the maintenance e of the 
éredit of the State, shall require the imposition of 
equitable taxes. S hece- anata estaeuie arias 
view of the case has been taken aad sustained by 
one or more of the Commissoners of the Canal 
Fund—and that it has led to an abandonment of the 
jntention, either to toll Railroads or to impose di- 
rect taxes for the purpose lista these de- 
ficiencies in the Sinking 

Although 1 seemiitaara oniatia dacs Ga 
on the subject, I think a bill will be reported by 
the Committee of Ways and Means in the Assem- 
bly on Monday, anthovizing a direct tax of ane mill 
and « quarter for the support of Government, to be 
paid into the: General Fund :—directing the pay- 
ment of whatever may fall due for interest upon the 
State debts out of the General Fund, if the Siak- 
ing Fund shall prove insufficient :-—requiring all. 
advances that may thus be made from the General 
Fund lo the Canal Funds to be repaid by the latter 
as soon as their condition will permit ; and author-: 
ising the Commissioners of the: Canal Fund ‘to 
make temporaty loans on the credit of the Sinking 
Funds, to meet such temporary necessities as may 
arise. Whatever Constitutional appropriations to 
the Sinking Funds the Canal revenues may be 
unable to make, will be deferred, in accordance 
with the provisions of the Constitution itself. 

I think euch a bill will meet general 
acquiesence, and will also relieve the State from its 
financial embarrassments, which, however, in my 
judgment, are far less serious than they have been 
represented. The falling off in the Canal revenues 
is not likely to be permanent ; on the contrary, I 
am confident that within five years they will rise 
to a point far higher’than they have ever yet 
peached. The apprebension of Raiload competi- 
tion is not sustained by. reason or facts... The di- 
version of freights from the Canal to the Railroads 
this year is due mainly to the very sudden rise in 
the price of produce, and the consequent anxiety 
of holders to reach'the niarket at the earliest mo- 
ment possible, The feeling is general. and.just, 
that no policy could be worse than for. a commmer- 
cial. State like New-York to impose heavy transit 
duties upon the great channels of that commerce; 
which is the foundation and life of her prosperity. 

(a a a 
Amusements. ; 

Acaprvy or Musto.—Notwithstanding the ex- 
cellent promise of Saturday's there was a 
alim, very slim, house. The rehearsal 

larger audience. Vea Wie ed ha wee: 
account for the absence of the dilettanti. The rehearsal 
was not over until late, searcely leaving time for pre- ° 
paration to goto the Academy Concert. Whatever the 
pp yp mr acti hal nop ataai 
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